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The Vietnamese in Sydney Ashley Carruthers pp 102-109 asylum. Many of these later arrivals were northern Vietnamese of peasant origin, sometimes disparagingly called 'economic refugees' by southerners already settled in Australia who saw themselves as political refugees. In 1996, arrivals dropped to under 4,000, as a result of a reduction in the family reunion intake by the newly elected conservative Howard government. Numbers then fell again in 2000 to 1,500, as quotas were almost entirely slashed.
Today, Vietnamese migration to Australia has entered a post-refugee phase in which the new immigrants and sojourners are students, brides and migrant workers. In 2006-07 there were 3,135 settler arrivals, the great majority of whom were women on prospective spouse visas who had come to marry Vietnamese Australian men. In the same period there were 6,481 students and 1,081 holders of the new 457 work visa. Vietnamese were in the top ten settler arrivals in Australia in 2006-07.
Vietnamese areas in Sydney
Sydney is host to Australia's largest Vietnamese community. 
Cabramatta
One of the reasons for the presence of Vietnamese Australians in the Fairfield local government area is the fact that most arrivals were initially housed in hostels in the area, the biggest of which was the Cabramatta Migrant Hostel. Cabramatta has a history as a migrant 'transition zone', and has hosted a succession of post-World War II arrivals, including British, German, Greek, Italian and Yugoslav migrants. The Vietnamese, like their predecessors, were channelled into Cabramatta in the resettlement process. Many of those who had initially settled elsewhere in Australia, including some who had been placed with sponsors in regional areas, undertook a secondary migration to the Fairfield area to join the nascent community. In addition to the Sydney Journal is part of the Dictionary of Sydney project 103 www.dictionaryofsydney.org
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The Vietnamese in Sydney Ashley Carruthers pp 102-109 attraction of having Vietnamese neighbours, groceries and restaurants, the area was appealing in that land and houses were relatively cheap and it was close to work in western Sydney's manufacturing sector, where most Vietnamese refugees and migrants found their first jobs.
This settlement pattern became the source of much fear-mongering in the media, and many claimed a Vietnamese 'ghetto' was taking shape in Cabramatta. Academics were divided as to what was in fact occurring in the suburb, and a lively debate ensued. Some supported the claim that Cabramatta did indeed show the characteristics of a ghetto, in that it was a site of high unemployment and entrenched social disadvantage and criminality. Its apparent commercial bustle was declared misleading and the Cabramatta economy was dismissed as a 'high competition-low profit' one. Some argued that Vietnamese residential concentration in Cabramatta was unprecedented in Australia, while others held that it was not dissimilar to what had happened with previous migrant groups. Through the 1990s, demographers were able to demonstrate that Vietnamese Australians were migrating away from the area to suburbs with a higher socio-economic profile. At the same time, recent arrivals were gravitating to established community centres, thus producing a consolidating effect. Today, Vietnamese Australian residential patterns continue to demonstrate both of these trends. For many new arrivals, Cabramatta still serves as a handy low-rent (and low-wage) point of first settlement. While many Vietnamese Australians who have gained professional qualifications have left the suburb, a significant number have returned to Cabramatta to open businesses in the community, and the suburb boasts a great many Vietnamese-speaking dentists, doctors, lawyers, accountants, real estate agents and physiotherapists. This is quite the opposite of the 'middle-class flight' that accompanies the formation of 'true' ghettoes. Today, those of Vietnamese ancestry make up 24 per cent of Cabramatta's population, and Vietnamese speakers comprise 34 per cent of speakers of all languages in the suburb. The discrepancy is due to fact that around one-third of Vietnamese speakers residing in the suburb are of Chinese ancestry.
Acceptance and advancement
After initial success in finding jobs in the manufacturing sector in western Sydney, Vietnamese Australians were hit hard by the restructuring of the 1980s, particularly in the auto industry. Subsequently they suffered some of the highest rates of unemployment of any group in the nation through the 1980s and 1990s (over 30 per cent). The collapse of the garment industry in Australia, one in which many Vietnamese Australian women, in particular, had been employed as outworkers, also affected the community. Currently many of these former workers are retraining to work in the new 'manicure' industry: this is an ethnic niche industry for the Vietnamese in California, and is becoming one in Australia. But those of Vietnamese ancestry continue to suffer rates of unemployment significantly higher than the national average -11.3 per cent in 2007, when the national average was 4.4 per cent. 
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Cultural identity
As refugees, Vietnamese Australians of the first generation believe strongly that it is their duty to maintain the Vietnamese culture of the old society and pass it on to their children. The 2006 census suggests that almost 90 per cent of the second generation speak Vietnamese at home, which makes Vietnamese the most successfully maintained ethnic community language in Australia (followed by Arabic). This figure however probably suggests basic spoken Vietnamese rather than literacy, which is more the exception than the rule in the second generation. The Vietnamese language spoken in Sydney, as in other Vietnamese refugee communities, differs from that spoken in contemporary Vietnam in that it retains words from 1970s South Vietnam that are no longer in use in the homeland. There is also a strong trend in the community towards marrying other people of Vietnamese ethnicity, often from Vietnam. 
Media and entertainment
The Vietnamese community of Sydney boasts a number of newspapers, the most important of which are Dan Viet (The Vietnamese People), Viet Luan (The Vietnamese Herald) and Chieu Duong (Sunrise). These papers offer Vietnamese language coverage of local, national and international news. They carry news from the community and other Vietnamese communities around the world, as well as news articles from the SRV press (typically not acknowledged).
Most of these publications carry relatively neutral news stories on Vietnam but editorials are staunchly anti-Hanoi. They also carry community announcements and advertisements.
The Vietnamese community has embraced the Internet. The website Tien Ve is jointly edited and administered by Hoang Ngoc Tuan in Sydney and Nguyen Hung Quoc in Melbourne. It is a literary and cultural website, but necessarily delves into politics. Tien Ve is remarkable in that it publishes content from contributors in Vietnam and overseas.
VietnameseInAustralia.com.au is a sponsored website containing useful (but not entirely up to date) information on the community in Australia.
SBS Radio offers two hours of Vietnamese radio programming per day, one produced in Sydney and the other in Melbourne. These free-to-air broadcasts have a wide following in the community. The other stations, Vietnam Sydney Radio, 2VNR Radio and VNRA run on a subscription basis. BBC Vietnamese and Radio Free Asia Vietnamese are also popular.
A small number of Vietnamese households in Sydney receive VTV4 and other SRV television stations via satellite, but this is frowned upon by community associations. Vietnamese Australians are avid consumers of music variety shows produced by their compatriots in California. The most famous producers of these 'all singing, all dancing' affairs include Thuy Nga, Asia and Van Son. These are consumed on DVD and they supplement, and even replace, Australian television viewing in many households.
The Mekong Club and CabraVale Diggers host weekly disco, singing and ballroom dancing evenings.
Organisations
The Vietnamese community possesses an abundance of organisations with diverse goals and memberships. The Vietnamese Women's Association (VWA) shares the politics of the VCA, but does most of the heavy lifting in terms of social work in the community. The VWA offers counselling and referral services to women suffering relationship difficulties and domestic violence. Many of their clients are recently arrived brides from Vietnam. They also organise health and welfare education, skills classes, outings and other social activities.
Other associations include alumni of famous colleges and universities in South Vietnam, old soldiers, compatriots of provinces, cultural and educational, martial arts, scouts, professionals, youth, elderly and political associations.
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